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Robert Thigpen 

O ur associate member Robert Thigpen moved from 

Gainesville, GA to Smolensk, Russia in 1997 with his family to 

provide humanitarian aid, including work with numerous or-

phanages, feeding centers, and universities.  Robert no longer 

lives in Russia full time but continues to travel back and forth 

as the stateside contact to ensure the work continues.    

Please join us for an informational meeting about what Russia 

was like then, how it has changed, and what we expect it to be 

like in the future.  We will hear from Robert and Stacy Thigpen, 

as well as Matt and Ivy Martin.  The Martins visited Russia for 

the first time in 2019 to help Robert and his family.  We expect 

this to be a very informative and interesting presentation.  
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RWH  CALENDAR 

 
January 18 RWH General Meeting 1*, 

February 15 RWH General Meeting 2*, 

February 22 Hall County GOP Precinct Meetings  

February 27 GFRW: Governor’s mansion,  

  Atlanta History Center, Swan House 

February 28 GFRW Red Coat Day at the Capitol,  

  Reagan Club and Reception. 

February 29 GFRW 2020 Winter Board Meeting 

March 5 RWH General Meeting 3**  

March 14  RWH Rally, Tapit, Keep America Great 

March 21 Hall County GOP Convention  

April 4    RWH Mtg. Voting Workshop & General Meeting*  

April 18 9th District Convention  

May 7  RWH General Meeting* 

May 9  Hall GOP Forum  

May 15   RWH Breakfast on the Square 

May 29-30     GA State GOP Convention, Cobb Galleria 

June 13  Hall GOP Forum  

June 20 RWH Event 

July 11  Annual GOP/RWH Picnic  

 

RWH General Meetings are currently held at the Phoenix* at 
Lake Lanier, 2601 Thompson Bridge Road, Gainesville. GA  

** Evening meeting 

• Increase effectiveness of women in the cause of 

good government through active political 

participation. 

• Foster loyalty to the Republican Party at all levels of 

government and work for Republican candidates in 

all elections. 

• Promote principles of the Republican Party and the 

objectives and policies of the Republican National 

Committee. 

• Support objectives and policies of the Republican 

National Committee, National Federation of 

Republican Women and Georgia Federation of 

Republican Women.   

• Promote an informed electorate through political 

education. 

 

Club Leadership 
  

2020 - 2021  

OFFICERS 
President — Betty Fisher 

Vice President — Dottie Krull 

Recording Secretary — Ivy Martin 

Communications Secretary — Bettye Chambers 

Treasurer — Stacy Thigpen 

Assistant Treasurer — Judy True 

Past President — Theresa Webb 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Awards — Rosemary Smith 

Bylaws — Dottie Krull 

Campaign — Robin Fisher 

Caring for America and Programs — Dottie Krull 

Communications — Ivy Martin 

 (Website, Emails) 

Events — Stacy Thigpen 

Fundraising — Martha Zoller  

Hospitality — Lydia Girolami 

Membership — Emmie Schillhahn, Judy True 

Publications  — Judy True 

(Newsletters et al) 

Pat Falk 
Robin Fisher 
Glenda Pierce 

Connie Propes 
Joan Scales 
Martha Zoller 
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MEET AND GREET 
At 9:30am members and guests began to 
arrive and mingle with one another as they 
enjoyed coffee and a light breakfast. 
 
OPENING ACTIVITIES  
President Betty Fisher called the meeting 
to order at 10:05 a.m. and invited associate 
member Robert Thigpen to give the invoca-
tion.  
 
Flag Ceremony: Fisher explained that an 
eagle had been purchased for the flag pre-
sented to RWH by Heather and Troy Phil-
lips, past members of RWH.  In honor of 
the Phillips, veterans present were invited 
to come forward for the ceremonial place-
ment of the eagle on the flagpole.  Attend-
ing veterans included: 
 
Ron Winkowski: Marine Corp Reserves, 
Vietnam  
Larry Krull: Airforce, Vietnam 
Bryan Valentine: Army, Iraq  
Omar Owens: Air National Guard, Vietnam 
 
After thanking them for their service, Fisher 
asked Winkowski to hold the flag while 
Krull placed the eagle on top of the pole. 
.  
Pledge: Sheriff Gerald Couch lead the 
pledge of allegiance.  
 
Introduction of Special Guests: Fisher 
introduced Jennifer Gibbs, a candidate for 
Clerk of Court, as well as Deborah Coulter, 
assistant treasurer of GFRW.  
 
Dottie Krull introduced the morning’s 
speaker, Sheriff Gerald Couch, noting his 

38 years of service and loyalty to the com-
munity. 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Sheriff Couch began by sharing information 
about a bill that he was working on with 
Butch Miller to name the new bridge on 
Clarks Bridge Road in honor of Officer Dix-
on who was killed in the line of duty in July 
of 2019.  
 
Couch then gave a brief overview of the 
Hall County Sheriff’s Office highlighting 
accomplishments made from 2018-2019, 
including: implementing a new records 
management system, adding mobile data 
terminals in all patrol cars, equipping all on-
patrol deputies with Axon body cameras 
and tasers, and developing the Sheriff to 
Citizen website that allows for online crime 
reporting (non-violent). Couch went on to 
share that local crime statistics were down 
before opening the floor for questions.   
 
Q & A: Fisher asked if any crimes were up 
in Hall County and Couch responded that 
simple and aggravated assault were. He 
went on to explain that these kinds of 
crimes have somewhat of a cyclical aspect, 
though we are experiencing less than we 
were in the 1990s. He also mentioned that 
traffic fatalities had gone down since 2017  
 
Martha Zoller inquired about whether we 
had experienced problems with self-driving 
cars at this point, and Couch responded 
that we had not. It was suggested that this 
could be because of the new hands-free 
laws that had improved, and Couch noted 

there had been some improvement.  
Robert Thigpen asked about the attitude 
towards new marijuana laws in other parts 
of the country and the decision of some 
counties not to make arrests in these cas-
es. Couch said that while things may be 
changing, we are still governed by laws 
that prohibit the use or possession of mari-
juana so it's “business as usual”. He also 
mentioned that crime, accidents, etc. had 
gone up in Colorado since the legalization 
of marijuana and cautioned that we need to 
make sure not to “rush it.” 
 
Fisher inquired if it was against the law to 
purchase marijuana in Colorado and bring 
it back to Georgia. Couch said that it was 
both a federal and state offense to 
transport across state lines.  
 
Fisher then asked how the sheriff was 
working with the new Gainesville Chief of 
Police and Couch described an excellent 
relationship based on years of working 
together.   
 
Ron Winkowski asked the sheriff to com-
ment on the newly formed sanctuary gun 
counties/states. Couch cautioned that limit-
ing rights can be a slippery slope and refer-
enced the Red Flag Laws as an example.  
 
Sheriff Couch closed by thanking the RWH 
for having him and reminding everyone that 
he was up for re-election in 2020.  
ens as well as Patsy Martin. Fisher then 
introduced Martha Zoller as a recent ap-
pointee to the state school board.  
 

Continued on next page 
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What could be better than one Trump? Two!! 
 
We had not one but two surprise visitors at our 
RWH January meeting.  As you can see from the 
smiles, everyone was glad to see both "Trumps"! 
 
Sheriff Gerald Couch spoke at our meeting to give 
us a "State of the Sheriff's Department.”  It was 
very informative as Sheriff Couch continues 
to keep Hall County safe with decreasing crime 
statistics in almost all categories. In addition, the 
department  continues to be on the "cutting edge"  
of technology. 

BUSINESS 
Fisher opened the business session by inviting current members to 
introduce their guests. Stacy Thigpen introduced Bryan and Faith 
Valentine. Ivy Martin introduced Omar and Joyce Owens as well as 
Patsy Martin. Fisher then introduced Martha Zoller as a recent ap-
pointee to the state school board.  
 
Fisher also presented new cardboard cutouts of Donald Trump and 
asked for a photo with them after the meeting.  
 
Installation of RWH Vice President: Fisher installed Dottie Krull as 
RWH Vice President for the 2020-2021 term.  
 
Approval of December Minutes: Martin moved to approve the 
minutes previously distributed by email and newsletter. True se-
conded. Motion passed.    
 
Chair Positions: Fisher identified the names of members appointed 
as chairmen of RWH committees.  Since Membership Chair Emmie 
Schillhahn had been in an accident over Christmas, cochair Judy 
True would be responsible for membership until Schillhahn’s return.  
 
Voting Machine Demonstration: Fisher described her recent ex-
perience with the new voting machines and said that it was well 
worth the time to go to one of the demonstrations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & ADJOURN 

Fisher gave information about upcoming events including the 

“Russia Today” program at the next RWH general meeting on Feb-

ruary 15th and the county-wide precinct meeting on February 22nd.  

 

Fisher noted that Mike Hearn is in the hospital with a heart condition 

and the flu and asked for prayers for him and Emmie Schillhahn.  

 
There being no further business, Fisher adjourned the meeting at 

11:05 a.m. 

Vice President Dottie Krull installed by President Fisher.  
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M eetings will be conducted at the Georgian Terrace   
Atlanta Historic Hotel.  
 
MESSAGE FROM GFRW PRESIDENT KIM SHERK:                   
This is the Official Call for the GFRW 2020 Winter Board 
Meeting and Red Coat Day at the Georgia State Capitol. We 
are looking forward to a successful, fantastic year ahead and 
we should ensure that we do not lose momentum. I am de-
lighted to invite and welcome our incoming 2020 Executive 
Officers, Board Members and Directors for an informative 
and fun-filled weekend with friends from across our great 
state. Please remember to bring your Red Coat for Friday. 
 
 One of our most exciting events this year will be the 2020 
GFRW kick-off Board of Directors Meeting in Atlanta. We are 
planning to spread the word of our longevity, our passion for 
Republican values and especially our love for the United 
States of America beginning Thursday, with a tour of Geor-
gia’s Governor Mansion, the Atlanta History Center, Private 
Luncheon at the Swan Coach House with state-wide elected 
officials, and our always inspiring Red Coat Day and Lunch-
eon at the Capitol on Friday! We are also planning a private 
tour of the Nathan Deal Judicial Center, which houses the 
newly expanded Georgia Supreme Court and Georgia Court 
of Appeals with a commanding view of the Gold Dome 
across the street for Friday afternoon. The evening will fea-
ture GFRW’s Reagan Club and Legacy Reception Honoring 
GFRW Past Presidents with invited special guests.  
 
Our Winter Board Meeting and Training will take place on 
Saturday, February 29.  

I look forward to working with you and hope that you will 
share your ideas, your energy and commitment to making 
this another great GFRW celebration. Please summon your 
friends, neighbors and co-workers and join us for the week-
end and get to know our Republican elected officials. We 
must all work in unison to re-elect President Donald Trump, 
U.S. Senator David Perdue and U.S. Senator Kelly Loeffler, 
in addition to our General Assembly and local Republican 
officials.  
 
Finally, we are pleased to announce our Caring for America 
spotlight for this session will be the Georgia Ballet’s DanceA-
bility Program which is geared toward children whose physi-
cal or developmental disabilities make it difficult or impossi-
ble to participate in a traditional ballet class. Please bring 
cash or checks for donations on Saturday. Republican wom-
en support the Fine Arts! 
 
 Thank you for your prompt attention and response, and I 
look forward to seeing you at the GFRW Winter Board Meet-
ing and Red Coat Day at Georgia’s Capitol. Our united con-
servative voices make a difference. 
 
Download information including Room Reservation infor-
mation and deadline, a Tentative Schedule of Events, Club 
President's Official Proxy Form, Cost and Meeting Schedule, 
and a Tentative Agenda by CLICKING HERE.  

If you plan to attend any of the above activi-

ties, please share your intent with President 

Betty Fisher at bettyfisher5262@msn.com 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X9w3znWEudQD_nNH_NfuwKzGC2T4JTqzkhjXPML9syU9yYtmPQ0QEukoUHJJScJW5V1F0c6j5idnV7-6Vqoagg3BZA0rJO3MK6z56hBtVbQQmc2ueqHnph5A1OW73xVWd8bHv5U6S81bvE3fmprKjpHWIXyQ4LJ78PECbjbMmrdOtb_V_CEUroUo5zHMXM2cDeKsi4FAzRtXx2sA5T-sLiyo838VYYOEHq76
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Remember, when you join RWH, you also 

become a member of GFRW and NFRW. 

Please make your  $35 checks to Republi-

can Women of Hall.  (Add $15 to your 

check should you wish a nametag.)  Mail 

check to  Stacy Thigpen, 5231 Laurel Ln., 

Gainesville GA 30506. (Associate members 

$15)   Of your $35 membership fee, $7 

goes to GFRW and $20 to NFRW for mem-

berships. Thank you!  

MARTHA ZOLLER 

APPOINTED  

TO STATE SCHOOL 

BOARD 

Martha Zoller, charter 

member and past 

president of Republi-

can Women of Hall, 

has been appointed to the Georgia Board of Education by 

Gov. Brian Kemp.  As a board member Zoller will be repre-

senting the Ninth District.  She is a talk-show host with Ja-

cobs Media Corporation and has worked as a policy adviser 

for Sen. David Perdue.  She was recently a policy adviser and 

outreach director for Gov. Kemp.  

EARLY VOTING SITES IN HALL COUNTY 

Gainesville Times reported early voting opportunities for the 

March 24 presidential preference primary and May 19 gen-

eral primary.  Both elections have three weeks of early vot-

ing with the third week including three additional locations: 

North Hall Community Center, East Hall Community Center 

and Spout Springs Library, all open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

The main early voting location, the Hall County Government 

Center, will also be open.  

The Special Guest at our January 18 meet-

ing announced the Women for Trump work-

shop scheduled for March 7 at Phoenix at 

Lake Lanier.  Our guest encouraged all of 

us to make plans to attend this important 

session to help reelect him this fall.   

“Decisions Are Made by Those Who Show Up” 

Be one of those who show up, speak-up, and work 

for the greater good of our great nation; become a 

member of the Hall County Republican Women and 

the Georgia Federation of Republican Women. 



 8 

 

 

 Republican Women of Hall         February 2020 



 9 

 

 

 

Left:  RWH President 

Betty Fisher,  Fund Rais-

ing Chairman Martha 

Zoller, and guest Debra 

Coulter (Assistant Treas-

urer of GFRW) 

Right: RWH Recording 

Secretary Ivy Martin 

and guest June Miller. 

Left to Right:  Guests: Omar Owens, Joyce 

Owens, Patsy Martin.  

L. to R. 

Robert Thigpen 

Matt Martin 

Ron Winkowski 

Photographer:  Judy True 
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RWH President Betty Fisher greets 

 Hall County Sheriff Gerald Couch 

Ron Winkowski assists Larry Krull  to  

place the Eagle atop the RWH flag pole.  

L to R:  Omar Owens, Bryan Valentine, Ron Winkowski,  

Betty Fisher, and Larry Krull.  

January meeting speaker Sheriff Gerald Couch. 
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Left:  Watching the flag ceremony 

Below: RWH Treasurer Tracy Thigpen 

checking attendees  at the door. 

Above:  RWH Vice President Dottie 

Krull,  

guest Jennifer Gibbs, and   

Awards Chairman Rosemary Smith. 
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30504 

$3 $35 $51 

 

January 20, 2020 

   Stacy Thigpen, 5231 Laurel Ln., Gainesville, GA 30506 


