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T he sail boat on the logo for the Republican Women of Hall once again serves as a        
reminder that members in our Hall County lake area can relate to water activities.  The   
sail boat logo refreshes our memory that politics, like sailing, is about making choices   
and competing.  

 

  Candidates make Choices regarding: 

 *  Positioning of  their boat (or self) in a field of opponents. 

 *  Selecting and training a crew or political staff to get jobs done. 

 *  Choosing the kind of sails to use for the conditions.  Sails are what captains 
 put up for all to see, and can win or lose the race for them.  Likewise, the                  
 information political candidates put out for all to see, can win or lose the race         
 for them. 

 

Political candidates are looking for supporters to vote for them on election day.  Likewise 
we fans on the shore also have an important  choice— choice of the boat or team we will 
support.   

 

In politics, your vote is your voice.  

Your vote is your . 

 

2020 Primary Election Special Edition. The purpose of this special publication of the Re-
publican Women of Hall is to provide members and friends an opportunity to view the plat-
forms and comments of candidates running in the 2020 Primary Election.  We are using 
this platform to provide candidates an opportunity to speak.  (Incumbents and candidates 
appearing in CHOICES had previously committed to speaking at the March Keep America 
Great Rally which was cancelled.  This publication honors our commitment to them.)  
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April 24, 2020 

 

L ife has moved forward as the USA and the world battle the invisible 

enemy.  In the five plus weeks since the Rally postponement all of us 

have watched leadership in all shapes and forms. Some have been out-

standing while others have faltered at times. Selection of leaders be-

longs to the people via the ballot box.  Thus, as an alternative to The 

Rally, Republican Women of Hall are publishing a first ever special     

edition, Your CHOICES, 2020 Primary Election.   

 

This special edition features virtually every candidate who was to speak 

at the March 14, 2020 Rally. The candidates have submitted a short BIO 

plus a photo. The BIO is included as best as possible as submitted by 

the candidates with only minimal editing for space restraints. The Re-

publican Women of Hall would like to “Thank the candidates for their 

cooperation and efforts.” 

 

So now the distribution of this special edition hopefully, will educate 

ourselves about these candidates. Please feel free to share with others. 

As noted earlier our vote and our collective votes will select the leader-

ship in these races.  This selection process locally and nationally is     

extremely important for us and future generations.  

 

These selected leaders up and down the ballot will be assigned the task 

for the coming years TO ADAPT TO THE NEW NORMAL THAT WILL BE 

DEFINED IN THE COMING WEEKS. Life will be different. The leaders’ 

task will be to make it as good as possible. Maybe as we select new 

leaders or re-elect current leaders like President Trump, our nation may 

adapt to the new normal and the end result will be a BETTER NEW          

NORMAL, maybe even a BETTER WORLD.  

 

Thank you,  

Betty Freeman Fisher, President, Republican Women of Hall  
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County Commission Chair 

 Richard Higgins 

 Judy Sartain 

County Commission 

 Billy Powell 

 Jeff Stowe 

Tax Commissioner 

 Darla Eden 

Coroner 

 Marion G. Merck 

 Doug Forrester 

Clerk of Superior Court 

 Charles Baker 

 Jennifer Gibbs 

 Brad Rounds 

 Laura Stiner 

 

Sheriff 

 Gerald Couch 

 Kris Hall 

 Mitch Taylor 

GA House of Representatives 

 Matt Dubnik 

US House of Representatives 

 Matt Gurtler 

 Maria Strickland 

 Kevin Tanner 

 Ethan Underwood 

 Kellie Weeks 

 John Wilkinson 

The following candidates are featured in this    

2020 Primary Election issue.  

This publication is a special issue of the monthly Newsletter prepared for the Republican Women 

of Hall (RWH).  Information has been provided by the candidates and appearance herein does not 

imply endorsement by RWH. Any written portion of this publication may be reprinted with credit 

given to the candidate and to the Republican Women of Hall (RWH).   Content for this publication 

was contributed by the candidates and subject to editorial review.    
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Richard Higgins (Incumbent) 

Born in Gainesville, GA in 1952, a lifelong resident of Hall County 
and a product of the Gainesville City School System.  In 1973 I 
married Connie Higgins; we have three grown children. 

A graduate of the University of Georgia with a degree in Business, 
I  launched my own logistics company in 1988.  My company,  
Carrier Services, operated successfully for over 30 years. I        
recently sold the enterprise to Overdrive Logistics. 

At my church I have been a Children’s Sunday School Teacher, 
ordained Deacon and Chairman of the Deacon Body.  I have 
served my community as the Chairman of the Hall County School 
Board for 12 years. During that time, we built ten schools to       
accommodate the rapidly growing student population. 

I am currently Chairman of the Hall County Commission.  I am   
especially proud of the way the commission has been able to    
reorganize the county government to operate more efficiently. 

I believe the key to success is having all parties work together to 
create a unified whole.   

Judy Sartain. 

 

I’m Judy Sartain, the only candidate for Commission Chair who 
hasn’t raised your taxes or broken promises to the people who 
elected them. 

I have pledged to listen more, talk less and lead. The current 
Chair has led in spending as if there was no tomorrow, yet   
suddenly tomorrow is here. The frenzied spending and tax in-
creases led by the Chairman could now result in layoffs of key 
personnel. 

Our first responders are first rate and the current emergency 
shines a bright light on them. Unfortunately, we’ve neglected 
their pay, pensions and benefits to the point that Hall County 
trains outstanding personnel only to have them leave to work in 
nearby counties or cities putting their families first.  

We need someone in the position of Chair who owes no favors, 
isn’t afraid to say “No” or ask “Why?” The current Chair fosters 
a lack of transparency in every decision made. It is time for a 
change, change starts at the top, and I ask you to vote for Judy 
Sartain because I am that change.    
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Billy Powell. (Incumbent District 2) 
 
I’m Billy Powell. Since 2005 it has been an honor to serve the citizens 
of Hall County.   
 
By serving on the Commission, it is paramount that you garner the  
support of other commissioners.   If you don’t have three votes you 
may have what you think is a good idea but without three votes you 
have nothing more than a fleeting thought.  The current board of    
commissioners is as coherent and open to working together as any 
commission board I have served on.  
 
Community involvement is also a key element of serving.  My involve-
ment includes: 
• Past Member on Hall County Library and the Parks and Leisure 

Boards 
• Economic Development Council 
• Chairman of the Board of the Lake Lanier Convention and Visitors 

Bureau 
• Board member of Keep Hall Beautiful and the Lake Lanier Associa-

tion 
• Gainesville/Hall Chamber of Commerce member and member of 

Investment Assistance Committee 
• Lanier Joint Development Council with Forsyth County 
• Arbitration Panelist for GA Department of Community Affairs 
I would appreciate your vote to continue to serve Hall County. 

Jeff Stowe.  (Incumbent District 4) 

I will seek a third term as District 4 County Commissioner.  Working 
with municipalities, I helped accomplish the following: 
• Resurfaced the road and improved intersection on McEver Road 
• Installed a Bandalong system (litter trap) on Flat Creek to improve water 

quality entering Lake Lanier  
• Worked with GA Dot on an exit beautification plan at all county exits. 
• Lowered health care costs for our employees 
• Created a pharmacy and clinic 
• Expanded additional exam rooms to decrease waiting time. 
• Opened North and South Hall precincts for the Sheriff's Office 
• Renovated the courthouse annex 
• Moved Probate and Juvenile Courts to the annex 
• Opened a third State Court in the main courthouse 
• Makeover with eight new fire engines and a ladder truck 
• Relocated Station 1 and added Station 17 in South Hall 
• Increased the Government fund balance from $14 million to $24 million 
• Rolled back the millage rate in six of my seven years 
• Awarded $600,000 to Butler Park to build a new park including a gym 
 
With your vote I will continue my work for you, and Hall County.      
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Darla Eden. (Incumbent Tax Commissioner) 
 
It has been my honor to serve our residents since 2013. 
 
Whether you have paid your tax bill online, used our self-
service tag kiosks, or personally visited our office – I trust you 
have experienced a professional atmosphere with ever-
improving operational efficiencies blended with a friendly per-
sonal touch. 
 
Throughout my first two terms, I have worked hard to bring a 
private-sector mindset to a traditional government agency.  
The staff and I enjoy welcoming our “customers” every day to 
the office with a smile and great service. 
 
In my first two terms, I laid the foundation for service, efficiency 
and accountability. Three goals so important to me that they 
are front and center as my campaign theme.  If  re-elected, I 
promise to continue with the same excitement and energy. 
 
I humbly ask for your continued support and your vote in 2020 
to keep our momentum and progress moving forward for our 
community. 

 

                                MISSION OF THE REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF HALL 

• Increase effectiveness of women in the cause of good government through active political 

participation. 

• Foster loyalty to the Republican Party at all levels of government and work for Republican 

candidates in all elections. 

• Promote principles of the Republican Party and the objectives and policies of the Republican 

National Committee. 

• Support objectives and policies of the Republican National Committee, National Federation of 

Republican Women and Georgia Federation of Republican Women.   

• Promote an informed electorate through political education. 

Members of the Republican Women of Hall are automatically members 

of the Georgia Federation of Republican Women and the National     

Federation of Republican Women.  The National Federation is America’s 

foremost political organization, bringing together women to positively 

impact the direction of our nation.   (NFRW) 
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Doug Forrester. 
 
My name is Doug Forrester, I'm 56 and I was born and raised 
in Hall County. 
 
I'm proudly running to be your next Coroner for Hall County. I 
will bring New Energy and strive to be one of the top most re-
spected offices in the state. 
 
As a husband to my high school sweetheart Gail for 37 years, 
father to my two daughters and a son, and a grandfather, I am 
a first responder by trade with over 25 years in law enforce-
ment, over 38 years in local ministry, and a former business 
owner. I’m a proven leader and dedicated individual. I've  
studied criminal justice at Lanier Technical College, obtained 
hours of management training, and served this and other 
communities well with grief counseling and peer support 
through my experience as a minister and pastor.  I will serve 
ALL citizens of this county, not one organization or group.  

Marion G. Merck. (Incumbent) 

Coroner Merck and his support staff investigated 313 reported Hall 
County deaths in 2019 and 110 deaths to date this year.  Every 
death was discussed with the Hall County Medical Examiner and 
the law enforcement officer at or about the time of the report.    
Following collaboration with these individuals a disposition was  
determined.   
 
Coroner Merck’s administration provides a timely completion     
depending on the circumstances of the death, with death investi-
gations therefore bringing closure for families in their time of need.   
 
Coroner Merck and his staff’s longstanding positive relationship 
with LifeLink of Georgia and the Georgia Eye Bank has provided 
many families the opportunity to make an anatomic gift thus creat-
ing something good out of the death of a loved one.   
 
Coroner Merck has maintained a scandal free office throughout his 
many years as an elected public official.   
 
Coroner Merck has efficiently done all of the above utilizing the 
best people with a minimum of overhead.   Help Coroner Merck 
continue his service to Hall County by re-electing him in the June 
9th primary.   
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Charles Baker. (Incumbent) 
 
On average our office collects 1.6 million dollars and disburses on 
average 1.5 million.  Out of this the county receives 8 to 9 million 
dollars.  All other funds are disbursed to various agencies.  Our 
accounting practices are superb and passed all audits since I’ve 
been in office.  
 
In the 2021 budget we’ll be working with a new case management 
system. Reorganization of office personnel will be required in   
order to accommodate the 8 judge’s request to have their own 
clerk to file pleadings, preparing sentences imposed by the judge. 
We have 3 clerks assigned now and the other 5 clerks will be 
trained to work with a judge from within. This will not increase my 
budget.  
 
Working 40 plus years in the Clerk’s office I have the most experi-
ence & qualifications to serve as Clerk of Court.  I would appreci-
ate your vote.  

Jennifer Gibbs.  
 
I’m Jennifer Gibbs and I’m a fiscally conservative Republican 
candidate to be your next Hall County Clerk of Courts. I have a 
Bachelor’s of Business from UNG, I’ve been a CPA since 2001 
and I have strong family, Christian and community values.  
 
A CPA with my training and work experience will naturally       
accomplish the duties of the office since the Clerk is responsible 
for tasks such as Document management (real estate/courts), 
accounting for fees and fines, effectively managing and training 
a large staff, budgeting and ensuring the best procedures are in 
place to help keep our courts running efficiently.  
 
I’m the only candidate that’s successfully managed a large   
business office and has the technical skills to bring about the 
modernization and positive leadership change we need in the 
Clerk’s office. I humbly ask for your vote and I love to hear from 
you at ElectGibbs.com. Stay safe and healthy everyone! 
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Brad Rounds.  
 
I am running for Clerk of Courts in Hall County. I have retired 
from the Hall County Sheriff’s Office after 32 years to run for 
Clerk. At the Sheriff’s Office I ran the most dangerous Sheriff’s 
Department division which is Patrol. I led by example and in-
tegrity.  I had 150 deputies lives in my hands and took respon-
sibility of leadership  seriously. I was taxed with the responsibil-
ity of an 8 million dollar budget and managed that budget well 
for the division and taxpayers.  
 
After receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice from 
Reinhardt University, I was chosen to attend the prestigious FBI 
National Academy in Quantico Virginia. I learned the best of 
management and leadership styles.  
 
The Clerk’s Office needs the professional leadership and man-
agement for which I have the training and experience.  My op-
ponents do not have the experience I have gained over the 
years. I will run that office with command leadership, and en-
sure its responsibilities are being upheld to the rest of the judi-
cial system!  Thank you, I humbly ask for your vote!   

Laura Stiner.  
 
The Clerk needs to be a business person, a leader, a customer 
service professional and have vital experience in the office. 
 
Building homes, I developed important skills in negotiating,    
budgeting, goal setting, scheduling, managing and leading     
people to success. I have honed my customer service skills 
over the past 20+ years. Applying sound judgement with a firm 
knowledge of the process and a kind approach, yields the best 
solution. I have turned a few upset customers into friends. 
 
The experience I have gained from working in the Clerk’s Office 
is invaluable. With no written manuals, much of the daily       
processes and procedures were learned through experience. 
To effectively assist and manage employees you must know 
their work. 
 
Clerk is a destination for me, not a stepping stone. I will be in 
this position for many years to come. I will make Hall County 
proud. Please vote Laura Stiner. Thank you! 
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Gerald Couch.  (Incumbent) 
 
In these challenging times, it’s good to remember where you 
came from and who has helped you along the way. I can say 
with certainty that the Hall County community has shaped who 
I am, and I have spent my life in public service to give back to 
the place where I was born and raised. Since 2013, I’ve had the 
honor of serving as your Sheriff. During that time, I’ve worked 
to ensure that all deputies and staff have the resources they 
need to protect those who live and work here, all without ever 
going over budget. I’ve enacted policies that have helped     
reduce crime rates, improve traffic safety and continued to 
grow school-based programs that educate and empower our 
young people. First and foremost, Hall County is my home, and 
giving back to this community is more than a job for me—it’s a 
calling.     

Kris Hall. 
 
Kris is married to his wife, Samantha, and has three beautiful 
daughters. He is an avid outdoorsman, hunter, and gun       
collector and enjoys spending time on the range. Kris is a 
highly-skilled, decorated, and recognized law enforcement 
veteran and has spent his entire adult life in the service of his 
country and community, including nine years of service in the 
military (Army) and 24 years in Law Enforcement.  
 
Having been a Hall County resident since 2002 and raising a 
family here, Kris has seen first hand the changes and        
challenges Hall County has faced. Hall County is a rapidly 
growing suburb and county infrastructure needs to be pre-
pared. Kris is more than familiar with rapid growth and how an 
agency can manage it. Part of his plans include being a work-
ing Sheriff, wearing a uniform and driving a patrol car, working 
the street alongside deputies. 
 
Kris would be humbled and extremely grateful to have your 
support and together we can continue to make Hall County, 
Georgia a great place to live.     
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Mitch Taylor. 
 
Born in Gainesville, GA and raised in Buford GA, Mitch    
continues his family's legacy as a fourth-generation public 
safety officer. During his 20-plus year tenure with the Hall 
County  Sheriff’s Office, he held several positions of I        
increasing and varied responsibility. Now as a certified law 
enforcement instructor and candidate to become the next 
Sheriff of Hall County, he’s equipped to serve the county’s 
citizens and businesses with a new spirit of trustworthy,    
vision-focused, positive leadership. 
 
As we’ve seen this year, the landscape of Hall County     
continues to grow and change through opportunities and 
adversity. This new era requires new energy, ideas, and 
leadership to meet these demands while retaining the 
hometown spirit embodied in our citizens and law enforce-
ment. Whether it’s new initiatives for our growing senior   
citizen population; to solving protection gaps; to forming new 
partnerships with businesses and churches, Mitch will     
dedicate his life and experience to you.    

Voting in Person. 

At this time voting in person will be allowed unless there is a change 

due to COVID 10.  To date, history shows this is the preferred method 

of voting for Americans. 

Voting via Absentee Ballot. 

Voting via Absentee Ballot is the other option. Traditionally, this ballot is 

for military personnel living outside of their voting district or for persons 

unable to travel or who prefer not voting at the precinct.   

An Absentee Ballot is sent to the individual who requested it, and the 

only person who can complete, handle, or return the ballot is the         

individual to whom it was sent or a family member who lives in the 

same household. 

For more information go to:                                                               
sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/way_to_vote_in_georgia 

or your County Board of Elections 

Georgia Primary. 
 
The Georgia Presidential Prefer-
ence Primary election for those 
who did NOT vote during  early 
voting will be combined with the 
Primary election. If you have  
already voted during early voting 
for the PPP which started on 
March 2, your vote WILL count. 
You are NOT eligible to vote for 
Presidential candidates at the 
Primary election starting on May 
18 or Primary election day, June 
9, 2020. You may only vote the 
other Primary candidates. This 
should be reflected in the ballot 
you receive. 
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Matt Dubnik.  (Incumbent) 
 
Born and raised in Gainesville, I am a husband, father, 
small business owner and conservative Republican who is 
proudly active in my community. I have had a desire to 
serve my community since I was young. That’s why my  
responsibility as a public servant for Hall County is not one 
I take lightly.  
 
While in the House of Representatives, I have been recog-
nized by peers, by “watchdog groups” and by various    
industry associations as a leader on sound conservative 
policy. My job is to represent, and thus, I have put you and 
your family at the forefront of my mind in each decision I 
make, bringing a common-sense approach to deliver real 
results that are felt by all.  
 
While the last four years as your Representative have 
taught me much, they have also illustrated to me the need 
to continue to be an advocate for all Georgians on many 
causes.  

 Date: May 18, 2020 

Early Voting will begin Monday, four weeks prior to the Georgia       
Primary date.   

 Date: June 9, 2020  

Georgia Primary – The Georgia Presidential Preference Primary     

Election will be combined with the Primary Election.   

 Date: August 24-25, 2020 

The Republican National Convention will be held in Charlotte, NC, 

which at this time is still scheduled on the original date. 

 Date: October 12, 2020  

Early Voting will begin Monday, four weeks prior to the General     

Election date. 

 Date: November 3, 2020 

General Election for President, Federal and State Governments,      

and local offices. 
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Maria Strickland.  
 
My name is Maria Strickland and I want to be your next        
congresswomen. 
 
I believe we need to stop sending career politicians to  
Washington and expecting a change.  I am not a politician, I 
am a true outsider, an American like you.  I am a wife,   
mother and a retired Law Enforcement Officer.  I support 
President Trump and his policies. I will protect the Constitu-
tion, and your rights.  I will fight the left who are trying 
to destroy this country with socialism and hatred.  I support 
our Veterans. I want to eliminate the Department of Educa-
tion and bring education decisions back to the local schools, 
teachers and parents.  I want to stop congress from using 
the Social Security reserve as a slush fund.  I will represent 
Georgia’s 9th District with honesty, truthfulness and hard 
work. 
 
I am Pro-Life, Pro-Gun and Pro-American. 
 
You can find out more about me at Strickland4congress.com 

Matt Gurtler. 
 
I love our country and the ideas of our Founding Fathers that 
make it great; individual liberty, limited government &      
personal responsibility. I’ve been named the “Most         
Conservative Legislator in Georgia”. I’m running on my 
PROVEN record, not to be another bandwagon Republican, 
but to stand resolute for our shared values and principles. 
As we see young generations influenced by the AOC’s of 
the world, I want to offer what has always made America a 
shining city on a hill to the rest of the world. I’m 100% Pro-
Gun, that’s why I introduced Constitutional Carry. I’m 100% 
Pro-Life, that’s why I championed HB 481 (the Heartbeat 
bill). I stand with Trump as he exposes the establishment 
and calls out the globalist agenda of the crazy Democrat  
socialists. The future of my daughter and future generations 
depend on individuals being willing to stand up with what is 
right, regardless of the cost. Learn more -
mattgurtlerforcongress.com  
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Ethan Underwood.  
 
Ethan Underwood has spent his career as an attorney       
representing individuals and businesses when they go up 
against the government.  Ethan battles government over-
reach when it tries to shut down businesses, farms, and 
churches, Ethan litigates property tax appeals, and he fights 
condemnations.  Ethan’s whole professional career has been 
spent preventing government from running roughshod over 
the people it is supposed to serve.   
  
We are sending a representative to a hostile environment in 
Washington D.C.  We need a battle-ready Republican leader 
to follow in Doug Collins’ footsteps, who can act day-one on 
the issues that are in the best interest of our country.   
  
Ethan is a problem-solver who will work tirelessly to protect 
the ideals of our country and provide real results for       
Georgia’s families.  Ethan understands the law, knows how to 
navigate the political process, and will not back down until he 
creates solutions. 
  
Ethan lives in Forsyth County with his wife of 22 years, Tiffany, 
and their four children. The Underwood family attends Moun-
tain Lake Church.   VoteEthanUnderwood.com 

Kevin Tanner. 
 
I’m running for Congress because there is too much 
at stake to sit on the sidelines. As a father of four 
daughters, I am ready to fight to protect our families 
and future generations from the radical left. I am the 
proven conservative fighter that can get the job 
done. Having started and currently run numerous 
small businesses, led a law enforcement agency, 
and managed a county government, I know how to 
lead, and I am ready to use that experience to join 
President Trump to fix the mess in Washington. And 
I have a proven record of fighting for our families 
and values. I protected our families on the frontlines 
of law enforcement. I have protected our values of 
life, the 2nd Amendment, and religious freedom in 
the State House. You have my word, I will fight to 
protect our conservative North Georgia values, our 
way of life, and our future. 
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John Wilkinson. 
 
My name is John Wilkinson, and I am a candidate for        
Congress from the 9th Congressional District. I am a Pro-Life, 
Pro-Gun, Pro-Trump conservative Republican. I am a native of 
North Georgia and a member and deacon at Tates Creek 
Baptist Church. I have been married to Debbie for more than 
40 years. We have two children and five grandchildren. I am a 
graduate of Stephens County public schools and the          
University of Georgia. I have worked as a teacher and farmer. 
Since 2011, I have served in the Georgia State Senate. During 
this time, I have served as Chairman of the Senate Agriculture 
and Consumer Affairs Committee and Vice Chairman of the 
Education and Youth Committee. My legislative service has 
always been and will continue to be focused on constituent 
service and accessibility to my constituents. I am a good lis-
tener, and I can work with people.  

Kellie Weeks.   
 
My husband, Mike and I have been married 25years. We have 
two kids who are currently in college. Both our kids, like us 
have Tourette Syndrome so, I have spent the last 15 years  
advocating for kids with TS.   
 
We own and operate Georgia Gun Store in Gainesville and we 
live in Banks County. Our first business was an auto-body 
shop that closed in 2009 because of the housing market. 
 
When the market crashed, it rolled over into commercial real 
estate. We had two large buildings and no one would re-
finance the buildings so our loan was called, forcing us to 
close.  
 
This is when I saw firsthand how bad policy can ruin lives.   
After that, we scraped together all we could and opened our 
gun store with very little inventory. In the past ten years we 
have grown into a very successful business that is known for 
honesty and fairness. I am asking for your vote because I am 
the right person to help get the economy going again.    
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rwhpresident@gmail.com 


